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Ahoy There! Wanna Buy A Computer pg. 5 

Industry Watch ppg. 1 3 & 25 

More Software Sales On The Horizon pg. 16 



PRODUCT HIGHLIGHTS 

FREE SIMON'S SAUCER WITH BEST OF 99'er BOOK & TAPE CLASSIC 
.SPEOAi-S-: ON; APPL1E . COMMODORE, IBM ) -ft ; ;Tt AT ARISOFT CARTS 
COMPUTER BOOKS BELOW D6AL6R COST 



See page 30 
See page 7 




PLUG IN & PRINT ON 99/4A AT NEAR LETTER QUALITY FOR LESS THAN $300 

NEW 3RD-PARTT GHOSTLY OHOULASH CART FOR. 99/4A 

MEMBERS OF 99/4A GROUP GET $250 DISK DRIVE FOR LESS THAN $140 

K£SP OUT. THE DUST-iCA6L£:¥OUft : CASSETTE 

COMPILED Tl BASIC FOR ONLY 40 BUCKS! 

HALF-HEIGHT DR«f6 FOR >BOX 

COMPLETE CORCpMP |XPAN?lOM P£WPW$ KJR 9WA 

SELF-CONTAINED PERCOM DtSK SYSTEMS FOR 99/4A 

WORLD-FAMOUS INFOCOM ADVENTURES FOR Tl DISK USERS 

BECOME A PROFICIENT BASIC f ROGRAMMER WITH SELF-CONTAINED COURSE 



See page IS 

See page 20 

See page 9 



See page 26 
See page 21 
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he publication you are now holding 
is a bonus for subscribers to Home 
Computer Magazine. It will be 
mailed to you approximately nine times 
per yeai . We hope you'll find it both en- 
' ', joyable and useful. 
The adjoining press release (on page 3) explains the reason 
for this extra magazine— keeping you informed of mail-order 
product availability while allowing us an ad-free environment 
in our main publication. I'd like to now share with you— 
our valued subscribers — some of the behind-the-scenes events 
which led to the unprecedented publishing move described 
in this press release. 

First, as many of you know, a massive shakc-out has been 
taking place in the computer industry. Hardware and soft- 
ware companies — and magazines — have been "biting the 
dust" at an alarming rate. In today's highly competitive 
marketplace, the number of firms who sell enough product 
to be able to pay for magazine advertising has rapidly been 
dwindling. What often appears to be a healthy dose of paid 
advertising in a computer magazine is often just an overex- 
tension of credit. Many of the advertisers have trouble pay- 
ing; some are forced to go bankrupt and never do pay. In 
effect, the thousands of advertisers 
the computer magazine industry once 
had now numbers in the hundreds. 
Fortunately, Home Computer 
Magazine is not dependent upon 
advertising sales fo "stay alive." 
That's because unlike most other 
computer magazines, we (1) sell 
almost all the copies we place on the 
newsstands, (2) haven't spent huge 
sums of money on promotions to ob- 
tain subscribers, and (3) will be able 
to further amortize our magazine 
front-end costs over a new spin-off 
product line debuting this fall. 

The rest of the industry will pro- 
bably regard Home Computer 
Magazine's publisher as being slight- 
ly "mad" for turning away ad 
dollars, but "What, Me Worry?"— 
MAD Magazine has prospered for 
over 30 years without outside adver- 
tising! We too, are confident that this 
unorthodox move will actually assure 
our survivability and bring greater 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

COMP UTER MAGAZINE MAKES UNPRECEDENTED MOVE 

Emerald Valley Publishing Co announced today that beginning 
with its September ! 984 issue. Home Computer Magazine will no 
longer carry outside advertising. 

According to publisher Gary M. Kaplan, "We want Home 
Computer Magazine to stand out 3nd be recognized as the best 
publication in its field. By removing the advertising content from 
the magazine, we have the editorial and artistic freedom to produce 
a truly unique publication that will set the standard for editorial 
quality, integrity, and readability for tne entire industry." 

The new magazine format will allow each article to be presented 
in its entirety without being interrupted by distracting advertising 
material. It wr!i also prevent articles from being broken by 
intervening editorial material resulting from a iess-than-flexibie 
layout required to accommodate the needs of advertisers 
"\X/i? bav/e thoroughly .in. ily7Pd fhp financial considerations of 
this unprecedented move," Kaplan continued. "Our profitability 
projection has yielded very favorable results, and undoubtedly 
reflects the cut rent magazine's uncommon strengths: its extremely 
high seii-tnrouqn percentage on newsstands, us large, inexpensively 
acquired subset iber base, and its companion ON DISK Revue (trn), a 
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financial success. The new "uncluttered" 
magazine format will allow us to further 
distinguish ourselves from the rest of the 
pack by giving both our present readers, 
and the hundreds of thousands more 
future readers, a computer magazine value 
unequaled anywhere. In the vernacular of 
the day, "more beef and less bun" 
nourishes profitable growth. 

It might interest you to know that all 
the advertisers in this Digest have pre-paid 
their ads — thus giving us (and wc hope, 
you too) some additional assurance of 
their viability as ongoing businesses. 
Because these advertisers are now only 
reaching our subscribers (and not our 
newsstand purchasers), we ask that you do 
them (and us) a favor by showing the 
Digest to others who would benefit from 



seeing it— and letting them know that they 
can get their own personal copies by 
subscribing lo Hume Computer Magazine. 
Our staff here is very proud to be 
pioneers in the computer publishing indus- 
tiy — especially when others are retreating 
or falling by the wayside. Without you, 
our loyal subscribers, the successful 
journey we've had over the years wouldn't 
have been possible. I'd therefore like to 
once again thank each of you for your 
past, present, and future support. 




Gary M. 
Publisher 



Kaplan 



HOME COMPUTER DIGEST September, 1984 



■L— 




The Perfect Gift For 
Any Occasion! 



MAKE SOMEONE HAPPY! 

GIVE A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO 

HOME C OMPUTER" 

As a bonus gift we'll send YOU 

or the GIFT RECIPIENT 

2 issues of ON DISK™ or ON TAPE™ 

ABSOLUTELY FREE! 

Or, Renew Your Subscription as a Gift to Yourself! 



Comments From Our Happy Readers 



"You broke new ground when you 
introduced your unique typesetting 
style for your program listings; well, 
you have done it again by separating all 
of the listings in the magazine into one 
section in the center of the magazine. 
I call that genuine brilliance! 
Warren Agee. Uvonia, Ml 

"Well it happened again. Your 
magazine arrived in the mail, and I'm 
completely delighted with it." 
Chris L. Chaffin, Omaha. NS 



"I just received your August issue. I 
ordered a 3 year subscription exactly 
1 year ago. and I have seen it grow in 
size and quality. This latest issue v with 
the separate section of program listings, 
reaffirms my wise subscription 
investment. " 
Mike Oliver, Clarendon Hills, IL 

"When I saw the new version of your 
magazine I was elated! Naturally I 
subscribed. 
Doug Barker, Exeter, CA 



"You have done a superb job of 
reaching other types of Home Computer 
enthusiasts and expanding your 
clientele while not depriving us 99'ers 
or leaving us by the wayside. The qual- 
ity of the magazine is unsurpassed by 
any other, and I have looked at severai 
different magazines! Hats off to you 
Toiks Tor your or Iglnailty di iU lui it.li iueU 
endeavor to reach perfection." 
John R. Stewart, Tucson, AZ 



Thanks to your thoughtfulness. . .your friends, family, and associates 
can enjoy a gift that keeps on giving al\ year through! They'll enjoy 

12 BIG ISSUeS Of HCM 

delivered right to their 

door each and 

every month. . . 

And you or the gift 

recipient will receive 

2 months of 

our magazine 

program service 

ON TAPE or ON DISK 

ABSOLUTELY FREEH 





Dozens of top qua 
for Apple, Com 
Instrument? hor 
each issue 



ity key-in-and-RUN programs 
modore. IBM, and Texas 
ne computers appear in 



FREE software— ON TAPE '-' or ON DISK '" — 
the same high-quality programs published 
monthly rn the magazine mis cassette tape or 
floppy disk program service— normally a S3 95 
per month extra cost — is the convenient, 
accurate and affordable way to save hundreds 
of typing hours 



Weasc Prim 

PLEASE ENTER A 1 -YEAR GIFT-SUBSCRIPTION FOR: 



Address 
City 



FROM: (Gift-giver 



. . State Zip 

lust complete this section) 



:ity Stale Zip 

Check it you would like a gitt card sent in your name. 
Enclosed is $25 for each 1 -year gift-subscription 

Canada add $ 7: Foreign Surface add 5 t 8 for 1 -yr magazine 
subscription only. Free software not available outside USA. 

ichcck or Money Order Unclosed Totol 

MUST BEjN US FUNDS DRAWN ON A US BANK 

3ill my —VISA "": MasterCard Dale Expires 



IX 



i Is This a Renewal? J Yes r No 

| Tf Yes, Please Attach Mailing Label 

WHO RECEIVES THE FREE SOFTWARE? 

Gift-Giver Gift-Recipient 

Indicate your choice of media: 
■ 1> '" 

ON TAPE ON DISK 

Indicate which computer media is for: (check one) 

Apple 7'C 64 .IBM PC IBM PCjr iTI-99 4A 

Select your 2 FREE software issues: 

ISept. 1984 :Oct. 1964 Nov 1984 

Enclose payment or credit card information & 
mail with completed form to: 

Home Computer Magazine 

P.O. Do* CG37 • Eugene, OR 071OS 
Or use our TOLL FREE Order Line 
for VISA MasterCard orders only: 

1-SOO 828 22 12 

In Oregon. Alaska. Hawaii Tel. (503) 485 8796 



HOME COMPUTER DIGEST September, I984 







Having overtaken your ship, a 
grubby pirate captain ap- 
proaches, wearing— like a 
soiled halo— a red bandana. His 
black eyepatch argues against your 
hope for mercy, and his gold earrings 
seem mocking reminders that what 
was yours is yours no longer. 

Most of us believe that those days 
of pirates' wanton plundering are 
gone, but not computer and software 
companies. They know that the 
pirate's looks have changed, but not 
the man. He's the same to them— 
instead of an eyepatch, he wears 
glasses; instead of a cutlass, he car- 
ries a calculator. 

This mild-mannered new breed of 
pirate is costing the computer in- 
dustry hundreds of millions of 
dollars in revenue annually. U.S. 
Customs officials estimate that at 
least 10 to 15 thousand counterfeit 
computers are imported into the 
U.S. every month. Multiply that by 
12 months, then multiply that pro- 
duct by the cost of a computer, and 
that's quite a booty. One reason that 
the computers are allowed to slip in- 
to port and through customs is 
because nonsense chips are used in 
the illegitimate computers. Once 
through customs, these chips are 
replaced with copyrighted software 
and sold in the marketplace. 

Semiconductor chips are another 
favorite target for pirates, because 

HOME COMPUTER 



AHOY THERE! WANNA 
BUY A COMPUTER? 

by Thomas Grundy 

they are not copyright protected, 
and they can be "developed" for be- 
tween one-tenth and one-fortieth the 
cost of the original design. 

To combat the computer and 
semiconductor chip piracy, the com- 
puter industry is trying to get Con- 
gress to load its legislative cannons 
and blow the pirates out of the water. 
Suggestions by the House Com- 
merce Investigations Subcommittee 
include: building up customs, both 
in personnel and authority; increas- 
ing diplomatic and economic 
pressure on those countries that 
allow the pirates their Tortugas; in- 
creasing monetary penalties; impos- 
ing jail terms; suspending foreign 
pirates' rights to export goods into 
the U.S.; and, for the receivers of 
those goods, "a 17-year ban on the 

"U.S. Customs officials 

estimate that at least 

10 to 15 thousand counterfeit 

computers are imported into 

the U.S. every month. 

Multiply that by 12 months, 

then multiply that product by 

the cost of a computer, and 

that's quite a booty." 

use of the technology" that they 
pirated. 

Passage of Rep. Don Edwards' 
Semiconductor Chip Protection Act 
would make those guilty of chip 
piracy subject to the same penalties 
listed above. And Apple has been 
arguing for a "contributory copy- 
right infringement" law to close the 
loophole that allows ROMless or 
nonsense chip computers to slip 
through customs. 

For a while, things were looking 
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of the diskette, it cannot be 
duplicated by any procedure." 

Romlock has developed a car- 
tridge chip that will prevent software 
copying. The chip allows hardware 
manufacturers to initialize the car- 
tridge for one computer only. Back- 
up copies can be made, but they will 
run only on the computer on which 
the program was initialized. 

"So what does this all mean? 

Probably most important to 

the home computer user is 

the freedom to make 

backups for programs." 

In addition to all this new tech- 
nology, new legislation is being pro- 
posed at the state level to give more 
legal protection to software pro- 
ducers. Assemblyman Gary Davis of 
California is working on a bill to pro- 
tect software under the trade secret 
and copyright laws, and a similar bill 
is underway in Louisiana. 

Other ways to protect computer 
systems have also been developed. 
United Software Security. Inc has 
developed LazarLock, a system 
which involves a LazarLock Decoder 
that can be used in conjunction with 
the LazarCode, their specialized 
security software. The electronic 
decoder is held up to the CRT screen 
when the computer asks for a securi- 
ty check. If the code matches, the 
user is given access: if not. he or she 
is shut out. The code changes after 
each check. 

International Electronic Tech- 
nology Corporation has created the 
Kaish Circuit Lockout System, 
which relies on a user-determined 
password to prevent the hardware 
from operating. The password can 
be changed at any time by the 
authorized user if the password has 
been compromised. The company 
explains that "The system relies on 
firmware in the product's micro- 
processor and cannot be elec- 
cont. on pg. 27 
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promising. The Supreme Court 
validated the "contributory infringe- 
ment* ' concept in a video-recording 
case, and both Congress and the In- 
ternational Trade Commission 
agreed with Apple's claim that the 
nonsense-chip computers should be 
outlawed. But just when all looked 
well, somebody threw water onto the 
the gunpowder. The Treasury 
Department, who had itself been 
"detaining" many of the ROMless- 
chip computers, ruled that "copy- 
right infringement" doesn't apply to 
these computers, and even if it did, 
held that the computers still don't 
violate "federal capitalized law." 

Software is perhaps the most easi- 
ly pirated computer commodity and 
offers its own set of challenges. 
Devices like East Side Software's 
Wild Card have made copying most 
software relatively easy, and have 
created a need (at least from much of 
industry's point of view) for more 
complicated and impregnable pro- 
tection systems. Necessity being the 
mother of invention, old hands and 
new have scrambled onto deck 
brandishing new defenses to meet 
the industry's needs. Among them 
are Hoffman Computer Products, 
Vault Corporation, and Romlock. 

Hoffman says that its "copy- 
protection formats protect software 
in a number of ways— from mes- 
sages buried within a program that 
must be searched for, to actual 
changes of formats linking sections 
together." 

Vault has developed what they call 
the PROLOK system for manufac- 
turing diskettes. Designed to protect 
"against the casual software pilferer 
as well as the commercial pirate," 

the "system etches a fingerprint on- 
to the surface of ordinary diskettes 
and uses that fingerprint to encrypt 
the program. The encrypted pro- 
gram can be copied by ordinary pro- 
cedures, but can be operated only 
when the unique fingerprinted 
diskette is in the computer. Since the 
fingerprint is etched into the surface 

6 
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ATTENTION 99 4/A OWNERS! SPECIAL THIS MONTH 



SOFTWARE 

TIPROCESSOR II 

The Tiprocessor II w/p program is the com- 
plete word processing package for your Tl 
99 4/A. Ail you'll need is a cassette player 
and an Extended Basic command module. 
The Tiprocessor centers, justifies, and can 
double-space your text. It is an easy-to-use 
menu-driven program. It can print using any 
printer attached to your parallel or serial 
pon. AvaliaDle also in disk vursiu" (R3-832, 
Disk Drive and Mem Exp. are required). 
Backed by a 30 day satisfaction guarantee. 
Can also transfer documents via modem. 
$31.95 

TIPROCESSOR III 

Same as the Tiprocessor It, but made to 
work with Memory Expansion. Together 
witti a TISOFT Mailing fist program, the 
Tiprocessor III will print customized mailing 
using a slamkiiUiieO letter. $31 -95 

MAILING LIST 

Essentially an electronic address book, the 
TISOFT Mailing List will store and retrieve 
names, addresses, phone numbers, etc. 
and will automatically alphabetize me list 
You are able to print single names or the 
entire list to an attached printer. Works in 
tandem with the Tiprocessor III. An excel- 
lent, time and money saving package tor 
the small tnjsii lessperaon. $31 .35 

MFOCOM 

Zork I, II, or lit (See Infocom description) 
Disk $31 .95 each 

Starcross Disk 

Deadline, Infidel, witness, sorcerer. 

Suspended, Planetfatl Disk 

$39.95 each 
(Ail of above require 32K Memory, Disk 
Drive, and XBasic or Editor/ Assembler or 

Mini-Memory) 

REPUBLIC SOFTWARE 

Ring Destroyer. Utilities I. Interceptor 

(Ring Destroyer requires 

XBasic) $18.95 each 

MfrjHOKAL hs-232 serial cawe tot serial 

printers $2495 

M1CROPAL "Y" Cable for twin RS-232 serial 

interlace $44.95 



Sand $2. tor catalog. We will apply 
$2.50 toward your first purchase 



TISOFT is a division of HAYS & TAPIE, INC. 



$15.95 
$17.95 



$8.95 



S1PQS 



$1795 
$17.95 



NAVARONE Cartridge Expander $31 .95 

COMMANDCONTROL 

Joystick $22 95 each 

BOSS Joystick $17.75 each 

MODEMS 

Signalman MarK III (tunneUs lu serial 
port of RS-232) $12195 

Modem AC Adapter $895 

Volksmodem Requires 9 volt 
batteries $72.95 

GE Datorooordor 537 95 

RS— 232 Card $81.95 

32K Memory Expansion Card $1 19.96 

GAMES 

Challenger Draw Poker Cassette 

Gompu-Tllinys 3lai Venture 

Cassette 
Extended Software Froggy 

Cassette or Disk 
Extended Software Kong 

Caecette or Dick 
Futura Software AHStar Baseball II 

Cassette 
Moonbeam Strike Force 99 Disk 
Moonbeam Strike Force 99 Cassette $1 5.95 
Norton 3D Star Trek- Cassette. XBasic Req. 
$12.95 
Norton 3D Star Trek- Disk, 

XBasic Req. $14.95 

Norton 3D Star Trek- Cassette Basic $1 2.95 
Pewterware Up Periscope Cassette, 

XBasic M85 

Pewterware Decathalon Cassette $8 .95 
Romox Ant Ealer $35.95 

EDUCATION 

Proaram Destqn Code Breaker, Analogies. 

Preschool 10 Builder $1 6.95 cassette 
Scholastic Wizware Electronic Parties. 

Square Pairs $26.95 Cassette 

FOOTBALL ANALYST for Tl 99 4/ A 

XBasic $34.95 

(JBS/Mast. COIl BO. tor Apple $ 1 33.00 

CBS/Mastering SAT for Apple $1 20.00 

MICROPRO Wordstar 3.3 for Apple $399.00 
MICROSOFT MULTIPLAN Reg. or 

CPM(Apple) $199.00 

Gorcim Qup«rcalc tor Apple $140.00 

Sorcim Supercatc 2 for Aple $235 00 

Visicorp Visicalc ll.ll + tor Apple $199.00 

Maxell Discs MD1 Box of Ten $24 95 

Maxell Discs MD2 Box of Ten $39.95 



ATARI SOFT for Tl 99 4/A $29 95 

for C64,Vic 20 $37 95 

for IBM $31 95 

for Apple $31 .95 

Cable/Any parallel printer to $26.95 

Gorilla Printer $199 00 

Prowrtter I $36900 

LEADING EDGE PCw/LE w/p, DOS, 

GW Basic $2595.00 
LEADING EDGE PC all of above with 

Microsoft Multiplan $2695 00 
PHOWHITER BPI I0~cwr., uw., 

120CPS $470.00 
LEADING EDGE Word Processing $175.00 
LEADING EDGE NUTSHELL Inf. 

Mgr. $375.00 

MICROSOFT Flight Simulator $39 97 
MICROSOFT Word w/Mouse 

(128K) $349.00 

MICROSOFT Cash Plan $109.00 
DIGITAL RESEARCH 

Wordstar w/p $429.00 
DIGITAL RESEARCH 

Wordstar/Maitmerge $569.00 
DIGITAL RESEARCH 256K 

Ramcard $489.00 
PFS: File Database Record 

Keeping siiauu 

PFS: Graph Business Graphics $1 1900 

PFS: Write Word Processing $119.00 
PFS: Report Database/Record 

Keeping $109.00 
PARKER BORS. Q-&SI1, Fragger, 

Popeye(cart) $38 95 for C64 & Tl 

ODESTA CHESS (disk) for C64 $55.95 

EXPANDO-VTSrON COMM64&VIC20 

Item Price 
Electronic Interlace Device 

(required) $7995 

Weight Control/Exercise $32.95 

Control Smoking/Calm Nerves $32.95 

Stress Control/Positive Thinking $32.95 

GunlioiDrinking/ReaponaibilitY $32.06 

Athletic Confidence/GoH $32.95 

Study Habits/Memory Power $32.95 

Career/Success Motivation $32.95 

Sexual Confidence $32 95 

PARKER BROS. 

Buck Rogers, Congo Bongo, 

Star Trek cartridge -^ $31 .95 

Star Wars, Gyruss, James Bond $38.95 




TISOFT 



To: TISOFT 

535 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 1001 7 
(212) 674-1951 



Please send the following products. (5% discount on orders of five or more products.) 
Quantity Description Pric 



Name 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


VISA/MASTERCARD □ 


Exp. Date 




INTERBANK □ 



NY Res. add 8.25% tax_ 
Add 3% shipping (UPS)_ 
Grand TotaL 



Signature 



Enclose check or money order payable to TISOFT Please allow three weeks tor fulfillment II you 
are not completely satisfied with any TISOFT(R)-made product, return the product to TISOFT for 
a full refund within 30 days. 
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Tum Instrument* TWV4A — COMPUTERS, COMPONENTS AND SOFTWARE.. 



TEX*COMP 

America's Number One TI computer retailer 

TI-99/4 WODUCTS AT PROFUSION AL WICK 




MRKER BROTHERS 

software cartridges 

fortheTI-99/4A 

$^995 




Life isn't easy for (t'bert. Ito's got to stay 

^ one jump ahead of Coliy the snake and all 
the other dastardly creatures. So spring into action 
and help Q*bert bounce from step to step on the 
colorful, three dimensional pyramids. 

1 Come aboard, motes! Join (n the adventures 
i of Popeye as you race him through a crazy 
maze while Brutus and the Sea Hag do their best to 
keep him from winning the affection of his sweet 
heart -• Olive Oyl. 
fPftftflFP Frogger's first challenge (s 
rn\t*U*9Kt\ t0 cross a busy highway, 

reckless with hotrods and huge trucks. 
Beyond is the rcginc river, where the 

safety of a slippery log or divinq turtle 

ts all Frogaer can count on to stay afloat. 



NOTICE; Non-Tl modules mode by Porker Bro*,, Atarisofi t Funvore, flomoj, 
and \avorone may not operate on Tf-99 A A units with IBM copvripht noffcf 

apprdrtrifl on ch« main tflle ocrccrk A n«v accedaorv 'Uw Crvn Builer" 13 row 

available from TFX-COMP o< $3-4.95 fooatpoioVto ov*rcom* thia problem 



IMPORTANT JOYSTICK INFORMATION; The standard 8-way joysticks made by firms 

ith mon typ« 90m** on 




jui.li as 77, WJCO, ATARI and SUPER ST7K do not work well 

the TI-99/4A. Diagonal joystick commands on many jr-y axts Tt games such as Munchman, 
Jau breaker, Popeye, Pacman, and Parsec tend to slow down response or confuse the log- 
ic of the program causing a miwed tum or the like. 77ier« fs only one /oystick available 
,'or the T1-99/4A that overcomes thts problem. The SUPER JOYSTICK 0*Jevetoped by 
TEX-CQMP and Newport Controls. Tttts arcade quality professional joystick ho* a »!«ctor 

dial which allows the user to lock out diagonal positions when playing high speed maze 

and similar type of games resulting (n much faster response and higher levels of ploy. 

rhe SUPER JOYSTICK B is available from TEX-COMP for *».*S postpaid and has a 

five year warranty. It has been rated #1 by all TI Users Croups. A second unit (less ,„£"«««.««! _L^ 

wiqpterj U available for SH.9S . *— — »— — ] 




SEND OADen AND MAKE CHECKS HtMLE TO 



Texas Instruments 



TEX^COMP" *» 

•ft Ml UMi — flfUMAQA MLLS CA M*A« ^« 



wre Kft fXK S30M - QrUNAOA MU4. CA «1M4 

P^^mpn* tn ((ill mwsf acconYWir 41* orders C'er*l-C«urf Company C*wfc r 
P»»rwndJ c"N>ChS rflawrr op to 4 »W»P*5 to clear CaMwma order* Mid IV .•"« 



*UtHO«HI0 M>lt* 



MM HHH.M • IMtuKI 



VISAutitMSTiaCAM 
HOLDERS CALL DUtfCT: 

(618) 366-6631 

M.L MICtS lf.Ftf.Ct » 3t HSCDUNt fO* CASH 

*» ji if nriM it ctton cmi 
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SELL YOUR 99/4A? 
NEVER! ! 

Join and Support Your 99/4A National Assistance Group 
For "Today and Tomorrow" 
"The World's Largest Computer Assistance Group" 

Now Serving 
Over 10,000 99/4A owner members in all 50 states and in 19 countries/ 



YOUR YEARL Y MEMBERSHIP OF $10 INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING: 

* Professional advice on expansion, * We still have a large supply of original 
service, running programs, etc. . .ana Ti equipment: computers, expansion 
full technical assistance for beginners systems, software, and more for 

to professionals. members. Also ALL of the third party 

* Continued updates on new products hardware and software at discount 
and software. prices. 

* The most complete list of accessories * We carry a compiexe tine of business 
exclusively for the TI-99/4A. software and professional data base 

* 24 hour order line (immediate delivery), system now available. 

* Save up to 50% on ALL accessories. 



SPECIAL TO MEMBERS 



— Internal or External Disk Drive SS/DD, regular $249.95, NOW $139.95, members save 

over 30%. 
— -Speech Synthesizer, regular $99.9S r NOW $G9.9S, members save over 40%. 

— Diskette price break through! SS/SD or SS/DD only .99 each. 

— Super Sketch, draw super graphics only $58.95. 

— We stock over 300 accessories for your T/-99/4A at similiar savings to members. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 24 HOURS (305} 583-0467 



Please enroll me as a member of99/4A National Assistance Group enclosed is a check or 
money order for $10.00 for a 1 year membership. Please send me my complete member- 
ship package including discount software and accessories list, monthly updates on new 
products and software available to me and my family. I also will receive my membership 
number for any technical assistance I may need. 



LAST NAME. 

ADDRESS 

ZIP 



FIRST NAMF 


MID. INT. 


PHHNF 


HATP 



(Your membership package will be mailed within 24 hours) 

99/4A NATIONAL ASSISTANCE GROUP 

National Headquarters 

Box 290812 

Fort Laudttrdale r FL 33329 

Attn: Membership Division 
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TEX+COMP 



Anrka'sfMxrOK T! < 



PRESENTSi 



»&4 ^^fi offer 

J, BhLlf^l L/MIMIVIVyO H For the Texas Instruments Home Computer . . . 

the most important books 
you can turn to f or TI-99/4A 




guidance. 



SAVE 
up to 



80°/c 



PLUS RBADY-TO-RUN 
. _ CASSETTE » DISK 
O SOFTWARE PROGRAMS 




$795 



REG. 

si *-■»<;> 

WITH 32 READY-TO-RUN 
CASSETTE GAME PROGRAMS 



Computer Books and Software from DATAMOST 
Special Offer: BELOW DEALER COST! 

"9£gAMES TIs play 

The authors have compiled a Large selection of classic computer games 

along with many clever new ones. Written in TI BASIC, they are formatted 

in a way which lets you easily adapt all or portions to your own program; 

Each game is explained in clear simple terms — allowing you to customize 

and modify them to your heart's contentl lou'ii learn text rormatting, 

word games, data statements, and input routines. Many of the games will 

help you understand how grids are constructed and graphics animated. 

Helpful techniques let you dissect BASIC programs and learn what makes 

them tick. Learn programming and de-bugging from working with these games 

260 pages — sprial bound-published at $14 .95 .. Ready-to-run programs 
_ $24.95. TEX-COMP price complete with 32 programs on cassette. .S/.na. 
^» KIDS AND THE T1-99/4A 

The most popular introduction to the 99/4A ever published. 33 step-by- 
step lessons introduce the reader painlessly to the wonderful world of 
the TI-99/4A. Each lesson includes notes for teacher or parent as well 

as a icvira quix dL t-lie «i»U ur eat;li (jlmplex . IlLusLialeil ■rllh Jgicnn ot 

cartoons to make learning computer literacy fun. Suitable for Adults! 
236 pages — sprial bound published at $19.95. TEX-COMP price $4.95 

J|J THE ELEMENTARY TI-99/4A 

Ten chapters lead you step-by-step through the process of hooking up the 
TI-99/4A, loading and saving programs, creating graphics, music, and all 
kinds of handy utilities. It is written in a concise and progressive 

manner so when you are finished you will be writing and using programs, rbg^ & A ftC REG - 

Even if you already are programing, this will provide a lot of helpful sij^s^t.VOsm. 
information and will appeal to all members of the family. 
256 pages — sprial bound — illustrated-pub. at $14.95 TEX-COMP price $2.95 
$£ COMPUTER PLAYCROUND ON THE TI 99/4 A 

This is the perfect book to provide children grades 2-6 with their first 
exposure to the world of computers. Ever thing is kept simple with over 
70 pictures and drawings to color and a series of simple activities to 
lead the child through elementary computer understanding and programming 
Ideal for both schools and computer camps. Contains sample programs and 

lco«na on how lu nudiCy and RiiLe LUtsn. Many illustrations In full < 

128 pages— published at $9.95 TEX-COMP price $1 

X •^■•™-»™- ==1 " JSSS ;. SS! ; 

TEX*COMP~ 

' CAMgg Hi DULY including ciU'tlo with 32 PBOGBAMS 

■Z£Z!Z?£m£Zm- ENCLOSED IS $7.95 for each, (add $3.00 for disks) 

■*ic'i*iT"T.nTTi!!ri""" * KIDS ANB ™ TI-99/4A-BMCLOSBD IS $4.95 for each. 

—«»* -. ■ — «" "" THE ELEMENTARY TI-BHCLOSBD IS $2.95 for each. 

*•"• ( x~\l COMPUTER FLAYGfeouiiD OH THE TI-99/4A- 

■"•" WmmrtWI ENCLOSED IS $1.95 for each. 

SHIPPING AHU HAHUi.lNC--CUI»TlHISMTAJb US 

VTS4 ' >-' ' — ' > ENCLOSED IS $2.95 for any number of books up to 4. 

ADD $3.00 for RI.AK. APO, FPO t CANADA. 




$2.95 



■ Cimwmow**^!* «''■■* 




REG. 
$9.95 



SCNO ORDERS TO; 



$1.95 
TEX-COMP 

P.O.BOX 33084 
QRANA0A HILLS. CA. 91344 



Viu ud MHtatCiwv HoMtn Orotr DIrci 

24 r~ 



(818) 366-6631 
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MISSING ANY VALUABLES? 

If you're missing any back issues of HOME COMPUTER" 
you're missing more than you'll ever know . . . 



Having each Home Computer Magazine 
issue readily at hand provides you with direct 
access to a valuable reference library of home 
computer knowledge— unequalled anywhere! 



Back issues of HCM's 
program service— 
ON DISK™ or ON TAPE™ 
are also available. Collect all the 
programs from each magazine issue 
on a ready-to-RUN quality floppy disk or 
cassette tape-available in separate versions for 
Apple, Commodore, IBM, and Texas Instruments 
home computers. 





"Safeguard" Your Home Computer Knowledge- 
Order Valuable Back Issues Today! 

To Order, Use Order Form Found on Page 12. 
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THIS ORDER FORM MAY BE USED FOR 
ALL EMERALD VALLEY PUBLISHING CO. PRODUCTS ADVERTISED ON: 

Pages 4, 11, 22, 30, 31, and Back Cover 



NAME 



ADDRESS 
CITY 



Check 

enclosed 

Bill my: 



STATE. 



□ 



MUST BE IN U.S. FUNDS 



Account no. 



DRAWN ON A U.S. BANK 

□ VISA □ Master Card ► 

nn 



PLEASE 
„ PRINT 



ZIP. 



Expiration Dale 



□ Cheek hers If 

you are eligible to 
receive a FREE 
Simon's Saucer 



Tel. No. 



Signature 



ITEMS 



99'ar Horn* Computer Maoailne 
Back Issues (Circle !»u« Desired) 
vol, i mo. a iwv. e*a Dae. -o* 
Jan. 'S3 Fab. '63 Mar '63 

Apr. -63 May '63 June '83 

July '83 Aug, 'S3 Sept. '83 

Oct. '83 Nov. 'S3 



'Plea 



i net alternate choices here: 



PRICE 



HO 95 U.S. 



J12.50 Canada 



1 1 3.9S Foreign Surface 



$ 1 4.BS Foreign Air 



Any 12 only $21.90 U.S. 

329.50 Canada 
Alt Prices Includa Postage. 



NOTES 



*Dua to the limited avatabDty of soma 
te«Lja*. 1+ may no* ha noasifola to sand 
you all your choice*. Therefore, please 
indicate your cholca of attamata Issues 
in tha space provided below to expe- 
dite your order. 



99'ar Homa Computar Magazine 
DISH A TAPE Back Issues (Clrck) Oaairad) 
Vol. 1 No. 6 Nov. '62 Dae. '62 

Jan. '63 Fab. '83 i *"' Mar. '63 

Apr. 'oj May 'Od juna -oa 

July '83 Aug. '83 Scot. '83 

Oct. '83 Nov. 'S3 



S3.9S each — U.S. 
$5.95 each — Canada 



All Prixs Includa Poitsga 



Indicate your choice of media: 
!_ TAPE U DISK 



Bast of 99'ar 



Best of 99'ar On Tape 



Book and Tape Package 



Finder Binder (no tapes) 



*».»£> (in U.S. only) 



Texsette Adapter 



Single Cassette Cable 



Double Cassette Cable 



Simon's Saucer 



Dust Covers 
ABCDEFGHI 



See Prices 
on pg. 22 



.75 ea 

cover 



Home Computer Magazine 
Back Issuas CCircle Desired) 
Vol. 4 No. 1 Vol. 4 No. 2 

August, 1964 Sept., 1984 



$3.95 each — U.S. 
$4.50 each — Canada 
$5.50 each — Foreign Service 
S7.5Q — Foreign Air 



ON DISK & ON TAPE Back 
Back Issues (Circle Issues Desired) 
Vol 4. No. 1 Vol. 4 No. 2 

August, 19B4 Sept., 1984 



$5.95 each — U.S. 
$7.95 each — Canada 
S8.95 — Foreign Surface 
$9.95 each — Foreign Air 



Indicate your choice of media: 
G ON TAPE ON DISK 



Indlcata which computer 

media is for: (check one) 

G Apple D C-64 D IBM PC 

G IBM PCjr G TI-99/4A 



SAVE EVEN MORE — Order 
Combined Sets (Circle Desired) 
Vol. 4 No. 1 Vol. 4. No. 2 
August, 1984 Sept., 1984 



S 7.90 each set — U.S. 
Foreign add S3.00 each set 



► 



Enclose payment or credit card information & mail with completed form to: 
Emerald Valley Publishing Co. 

P.O. Box 5537 

Eugene, OR 97405 

Or use our TOLL-FREE Order Line for VISA/MasterCard orders only: 

1-800-828-2212 

In Oregon, Alaska, Hawaii Tel. (503) 485-8796 



i 
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INDUSTRY WATCH 



FREE SOFTWARE FOR SCHOOLS 

Scarborough Systems is donating software to schools through 
an innovative new promotion involving consumers. The promo- 
tion, titled "Be a Hero, Software your School," will run from 
September 15 to December 14. Consumers can donate any one 
of seven software packages to a school of their choice with the 
purchase of one of the packages. Donors will pay only a $3.50 
handling fee to make the donation, which arrives at the school 
complete with gift card naming the donor and the retail store 
where the purchase was made. 



GE PLANS TO AUTOMATE YOUR HOME 

General Electric Co. plans to introduce a new product that can 
operate all electrical appliances in the home by remote control, 
The device, dubbed the HomeMinder, will be linked to a televi- 
sion set and can be used to turn appliances on and off, function 
as a timer, or remind people of dates and messages. Two ver- 
sions of the HomeMinder will be offered, one that connects to 
your television set for under 5500, and another built into a GE 
television set for about $ 1000. 



MANUFACTURERS ANGLE FOR TI MARKET 

As computer product marketing continues to become more 
fiercely competitive, some developers are discovering the 
benefits of being the only fish in a small pond-especially the 
neglected Texas Instruments pond. A case in point is Morning 
Star Software, which has started shipping its CP/M system made 
for the Texas Instruments home computer exclusively. Once in- 
stalled, the user can use the TI-99/4A as a total CP/M system, or 
as the normal TI system. The Morning Star card allows TI disk 
drives to read any CP/M diskette that is compatible with the 
Osborne computer. 

Unlike Morning Star, Personal Peripherals, Inc. and 
MicroMagic Software are fighting for attention in the big, com- 
petitive pond of popular computers as well as in the ' 'easy 
sales" TI product pond. The Super Sketch graphics tablets by 
Personal Peripherals, available for Commodore, Apple, and 
IBM computers, is now being produced for the TI-99/4A, as is the 
LVM-99 Videodisc Interface by MicroMagic Software. 

cont. on pg. 25 
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.Texas Instruments TI-99/4A — COMPUTERS, COMPONENTS AND SOFTWARE.. 



TEX+COMP 

I INSTRUMENTS I ^P j*B 

OSCAR . 



AyTHO*iMDPiAUA 




For the 
Texas Instruments Home Computer 

An Incredible 



Software Entry Breakthrough! "Tr 



OSCAR is an optical scanner that reads and enters software printed on 

paper in bar code. Eliminates typing-in programs and cuts the cost of 

software to only a few dollars per program. 

No Disk Drive or Cassette Player Required! 

Scan In programs each time you want to run them. Takes just a few 
minutes. Or scan them in and store them on blank disks and tapes. 

Fantastic Software Support! 

Dozens of programs available now. Details packed with the scanner. New 

software released frequently. Great games, educational programs, personal 

finance, word processing, and much more. Only a few dollars each. 




Introductory 



$49*95 po*tpa(d* 

Includes OSCAR and 8 free 
software programs. 

Extra: For only . . . $39l95 more . . 

ton get IS additional software programs and a 3-ring binder 



for your software. 



Great software at a great price. 
And an easy, fast method of pro- 
gramming your home computer. 
That's what OSCAR is a\\ about 



69 



VISA and MASTERCARD 
HOLDERS CALL DIRECT: 

(818) 366-6631 



Send Orders To: """" "" """ ■"" 

^i™S3E^^^S TEX^COMP" 

.cod „ *.„* b, <„„„.=..„,„ <.«!. *„„,<, p BOX 33084 

"«'■« w« ?:,» ',■;;, ~z°zL„:r '"" cranada hills, ca 91344 

NOTE: Payment in full must accompany all orders. Credit-Card, Company Check or Money Order for immediate shipment 
Personal checks require up to e weeks.lc clear California orders add 6</i% sales tax 
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A Printer For All Reasons! 

The GP-550-TI is an extra high quality 
graphic printer that offers both standard 
Dot Matrix printing and Near Letter Quality 
printing all in a single unit 



DOT MATRIX 

(HxV) 

4 SPACES 



PRINT 
SPEED 
(CPS) 



CHARACTER 

SPACING 

(CPU 




OP Mode; 

Pica 
Elite 
Condensed 

NLQMi 

Pica 



5x8 + 2 



136 



86 



Proportional 
Su pei/Subscript 
Italic Cursive 



NOTE: There a expanded Idouble-widtht printing function m every character mode. 
9x16+3 80 25 10 2 

9x16+1 96 30 12 2 

Nx16 - - 2 



5x8 
12x16 



136 
80 



Una Ssaeina 6. B. 7", T2 or N/120 (*i = nasi iin« n« icvh 

Paper Feed Pin-teed and Iriction-leed {single sheet) 

Paper Width Adjustable from 4.5 Id 10 inches (lantokj paper) 

Paper Type FantoW or cutsheet paper 

RUtbon Single color, special selt-inking cassette 

dimensions 12' (D) x 16.5" (WJ x4 5 " (H) (including paper separator) 

Prtntlna Method Two-hammar 

Printing Format 9x8(DP): 9x 16(NLQ) 

Character Kinds 96 ASCII + 44 characters and symbols 

Graphics Arbitrary combination ol 8 dots or 1 6 dots. 

Multiple Copies 3 including original 



1 year porta & 
labor warranty 



FEATURES: 

• Two print modes: Data Processing (DP) mode 
Near tetter Quality (NLQ) mode. 

• Lower noise level 

• High cost-performance. 

• Two matrix configurations: 9<H> x 8 (V) dots in 
DP mode; 9 (H) x 18 (V) dots in NLQ mode. 

• Capable rS printing 140 different eharactors: 
96 ASCII characters plus 44 European 
characters and symbols. 

• Various character modes for special effects- 
DP mode: Pica, Elite, Condensed 

NLQ mode: Pira Flite, Italic Cursive, 
Superscript Subscript and Proportional. 

• Graphic printing of vertical 8-dot or 1 6-dot 
graphic data. 



SPECIAL! 
GP-100TI only $249,951! 



I_ APROPOS TECHNOLOGY 



$299.95!! 



FOR ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE; 
1-800^962-5800 USA 
1-800/962 3800 CALIF. 



Direct plug- in and print on 
your Tl 99/4A-N0 OTHER 
EQUIPMENT NEEDED. 

ADO: 18.00 Shipping (Com. U.S.I. » 36.00 CAN. HI. AK 

1 S Day Free Trial Money Back Guarantee 

1071-AAvemdaAcaso Camanllo. CA 93010 805/482-3604. 



micro 



& 



DRAND 



CABLES 

for the TI-99/4A 




GOLD 
CONTACTS! 



TOP QUALITY — LOW PRICES! 

RS-232 Cable 25 pin connectors For modem, serial primer, etc. 
10055 $24.95 



Ca*Mte Adapter Reverse recorder s polarity 
10074 

Caasette CaMe/DouMe Hook up two recorders 
21186 



PARALLEL PRINTER CABLES 

We guarantee these superbly crafted, high quality inter- 
face cables to function correctly with the appropriate 
printer! Simply plug one end into the 16 pin parallel con- 
nector on your rs-232 Interface Card and the other end 
to the 36 pin "Centronics" type connector on your printer. 
AH contacts are gold plated. Standard length is five feet. 
Standard Parallel Cable - For EPSON, Tl STAR 
MICRONICS, PROWRITER, GORILLA, MANNESMAN 
TALLY, SMITH-CORONA TP-II and L1000, and many 
more! 

10021 »24.95 

Okidata/Paraltel Cable 

10036 $37.95 

Smith-Corona TP-I Cable 

10040 $37.95 

Disk Drive Cables • For all configurations: internal, ex- 
ternal, full and half height. Call for part no. and price. 



14.95 
19.95 



Paripharat Exfcenaton Cable - 30" Caole Irom console side port to one peripheral 
22633 SH.K 

Peripheral Expander Cable ■ Same as above to two peripherals 
22647 



132.95 



Ado s i 75 snipping ana Handling tor all cable/adapter orders 



Be sure to request your FREE Everything Book: (a 12.95 value) 48 pages ol 
information and values. No purchase necessary- 




(DEALER INQUIRIES ENCOURAGED 
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MORE SOFTWARE SALES 

ON THE HORIZON 

by Thomas Grundy 



With wave after wave of new 
software inundating retail 
stores, it is hardly surpris- 
ing to find some debris littering the 
shelves after the prospective buyers, 
like beachcombers, have picked 
through the latest storm's offerings. 
To assist the retailers in keeping 
down the amount of debris, and to 
provide the home computer user 
with an ever greater selection to 
choose from, a new industry has set 
sail and promises to be in your port 
before the next storm . Will this new 
industry deliver? The answer is 
"yes," in more ways than one. 

The new industry is "electronic 
distribution," and it promises to 
deliver software to your home or 
store by means of telephone, 
modem, cable, or airwaves. Press a 
few buttons, and presto— your soft- 
ware immediately arrives. Many 
new distributors are gradually ap- 
pearing on the horizon, and estab- 
lished ones, loaded with similar of- 
ferings, are not far behind. 

Some of these more established 
companies have embarked on joint 
ventures. AT&T has boarded with 
Coleco and will be transmitting 
games, probably via modem, direct- 
ly to the home. Atari has joined with 

-jfi HOMECOMPUTERD 



Activision and promises to deliver 
software to the home via airwaves— 
the user will have to rent or buy a 
special receiver. And another for- 
midable union— IBM. Sears, and 
CBS— is also steering toward the 
home-delivery market with a 
videotex venture on the horizon. 

" . . .retailers are welcoming 

electronic distribution to 
their stores because this new 

delivery system provides 

their customers with a much 

larger selection of software 

at lower prices." 

Retailers, as can be expected, are 
not pleased with the home -delivery 
systems because of the loss of 
revenue they represent (expected to 
reach $2.5 billion by the early 
1990's). On the other hand, these 
same retailers are welcoming elec- 
tronic distribution to their stores 
because this new delivery system 
provides their customers with a 
much larger selection of software at 
lower prices. Best of all, retailers 
don't have to risk losing money on 
unsold inventory. 

GEST September, 1984 



THE CHOICE IS YOURS 

now One Low Price, 

*ALL MAJOR 
BRANDS 




SS/DD 5" $ 19." 
DS/DD 5" $ 29." 

DISCOUNTS 

AVAILABLE ON 8", QUAD, 
3 1 /2" & BULK 

Call the Captain 1-800-327-1013 

FOR ALL YOUR COMPUTER SUPPLY NEEDS!!! 
"some Brands Not Listed May Be silgntiy Hignern 



COMPUTER STATION ACCESSORIES 




Th« Wire "free Plus 1 



A 6-outlet filtered power 
source. 

Wire Tree Plus has 
unique and valuable fea- 
tures including separate 
switches for the CPU and 
peripherals, exclusive 



modem protection and a bracket for 
mounting under tho front of the workstation 
and storing power cords neatly out of the 
way. Suggested retail price $99.95. 

Our Price $66.66 




Suggested 
retail price 
$12.95 

Our Price 
$8.67 



The Wire Away™ 

A wire storage device. 

Neatly stores up to four 
18-gauge power cords to 
eliminate, once and for 
all the hazardous and 
unsightly mess of dangling 
computer station power 



The Wire Tree™ 

A 4 outiot filtered power 
source. 

Surge protection and 
filtering of 4 outlets and 
one power switch. On 
both Wire Tree models the 
illuminated switch is re- 
cessed so you can't accidentally shut down 
power and lose important data. Suggested 
retail price $69.95. 

Our Price $46.86 





Horizontal or Vertical 
Mounting Bracket 



Tti« wire Tre*" 



Spaced Receptacle ( 
Plug-In Transformer 



The Captain and his Crew have 

moved to larger headquarters. 

To celebrate he is offering 





50 multi colored diskettes 

prepacked in a plastic flip file 

storage box 

(capacity 75 w/dividers) 



for 

onW $99 50 



5V<i 



SS/SD 



5V4SS/DD @ 119.50 
5V4DS/DD @ 164.50 



10 RED 
10 BLUE 
10 GREEN 
10 YELLOW 
10 ORANGE 



THE NEW COLOR DISKETTES ARE HERE! 

A practical new time-saving solution to help you organize data storage. For exam- 
ple, business users can compile receivables in green, payables in red, inventory in blue, 
and so on. Homeowners can use different colors for all sorts of categories. 
Color Diskettes carry a lifetime guarantee. Each is 100% certified at levels which 
meet or exceed all criteria necessary for accurate, error-free read /write operations. 

THIS OFFER GOOD WH" c nilANTITIES LAST 



CAPTAIN MEGABYTE 

5195N.E. I2th Avenue 
Fort Lauderdale, Fioridc 
(305) 491-2300 







JL/M Uv&t Hua 11|i}A IfWha U^\ 



1-800-327-1013 









With the advantage of offering a 
larger, no-risk inventory, it will be 
surprising if electronic distribution 
doesn't catch on. However, some 
critics have their doubts, pointing to 
a number of potential problems, 
such as documentation— especially 
for larger, more complex programs. 
Customers who pay $500 and more 
for an expensive software package 
will demand a nicely bound and 
printed instruction manual, and 
beyond that, say the critics, it is still 
impossible to transmit more than 
abbreviated documentation for the 
more complex programs. Down- 
loading these larger programs is 
another problem because it is too 
time-consuming, they add. 

And what about piracy? The pro- 
tective techniques of this new 
system are not as sophisticated as 
those built-in at the factory. Finally, 
brand-name packaging, something 
that software producers feel is essen- 
tial to merchandising, would be lost 
to the new delivery systems. 

In-store electronic distribution 
proponents are aware of these pro- 
blems and are already signaling to 
their critics that they have the 
answers. Romox, the first to arrive in 
port, has been conducting tests of its 
new system in California conve- 
nience stores. Similar to other in- 
store delivery systems that rely on a 
host computer, the Romox system 
differs because it uses a terminal at 
the receiving end that is a true micro- 
processor. The programs are stored 
on 10-megabyte hard disks and the 
computer copies the programs onto 
reusable cartridges via a phone line 
download. The disks are updated 
about once a week. The delivery 
sytem is relatively slow ( 1 200 baud), 
and documentation is contained in 
their catalogue. 

Concerned about the theft of the 
hard disks, however, Xante and 
other companies have developed 
systems which rely on dumb ter- 
minals that serve as way stations for 
programs: each time a program is 
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downloaded, at least part of it must 
come from the host computer. The 
Xante system stores 90% of each 
program at the store. The other 10% 
comes from the host computer each 
time a program is copied, thus 
eliminating the possibility of theft 
while providing an accurate record 
of each transaction. Xante is capable 
of downloading both cartridges and 
floppy disks, but the cartridges are 
not reusable. The Xante system uses 
a printer that is capable of providing 
about ten pages of documentation. 
For more complicated programs, the 
printer will provide abbreviated 
documentation, and the user will 
receive a complete manual by mail. 
By using modified phone lines, 
Xante hopes to increase its transmis- 
sion speed to 56K baud. 

'"Producers' concern over 
brand-name packaging may 

well give birth to a new 

member of the advertising 

family: mini-video and 

commercial-graphics 

advertisements built into 

catalogue entries . . ." 

Softyme has developed a system 
that consists of the Softyme Express, 
an in-store catalogue stored on hard 
disk, and the Softyme Master, a 
receiving terminal for the elec- 
tronically-transmitted software, 
which is sent at 9600 baud- The Sof- 
tyme Master prints the programs on 
serialized disks, and is capable of 
printing mini instruction manuals. 

PC Telemart offers an attractive 
shuttle service, called Telemart, 
which the company describes as ' 'an 
on-line database containing infor- 
mation on more than 30,000 soft- 
ware packages, identifying their ap- 
plications and publishers, with 
analysis and critical reviews on 
many of them . ' * The user will be able 
to access the information at store 
locations or from the home by dial- 
cont. on pg. 27 
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Sensational Prices! 



GEMINI 10X PRINTER $289 

^ ■ Popular 120 char/ sec bidirectional printer, full graphics, friction and 
^— > tractor feed 

EPSON RX-80 PRINTER $299 

Famous 100 char/ sec bidirectional printer, full graphics, 128 typestyles, tractor feed. 

AXIOM PARALLEL PRINTER INTERFACE $84.95 

Plug-in interface cable connects any standard parallel printer directly to Tl 99/4A. 

C0RC0MP RS-232 INTERFACE $127 

Stand-alone device provides one serial and one parallel port for printer, modem, etc. 
Connects to side of Tl 99/4A console. 

CORCOMP 9900 MICRO-EXPANSION 

SYSTEM $329 

RS-232 interface, 32K memory expansion, and DSDD disk controller. 
Complete! 

CORCOMP 99000 EXPANSION SYSTEM CALL 

All the features of the 9900 system above, but in an expansion box with space for 
one disk drive or two half-height drives. 

CORCOMP RS-232 CARD $89.95 

Fits into your Tl Peripheral Expansion Box. 

CORCOMP DISK CONTROLLER CARD $169.95 

Fits into your Tl Peripheral Expansion Box. 

CORCOMP 32K MEMORY CARD $109.95 

Fits into your Tl Peripheral Expansion Box. 

Tl PERIPHERAL PACKAGE $459.95 

Peripheral Expansion Box, Disk Drive, Disk Controller Card, 
32K Memory Expansion 




We're the big company that gluts you peraonal service. Join the thousand* of our satisfied customers 
who have saved money without sacrificinjj a bit of quality or service. All products are brand new, latest 
merchandise, in the original package, and with full mamnacturer's warranties. Shipped from our warehouse 
direct to your home by UPS. Happy customers are our business. 



Questions? Call 
219/259-7051 

NO EXTRA FEE FOR CHARGES 



Ad 
H56 







VISA' 



SHIPPING CHARGES 


ORDER AMOUNT 


CHARGE 


less than $20.00 


$2.75 


$20.00-$39.99 


3.75 


$40.00-$74.99 


4.75 


$75.00 $149.99 


5.76 


$150.00-5299.99 


6.75 


$300 & up 


7.75 
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On Our Most Popular Hardware! 



TEAC HALF-HEIGHT DISK DRIVE $18 g 

Great quality double-sided, double-density. Install in Expansion'Box or in case be- 
^o^o 0nS 3S s'^'e-dens'ty with Tl controller card and double-density with 
CORCOMP controller. May require additional cables for your system configura- 
tion . . . please check with our Customer Service department. 
Case and power supply for external use of above drive. Holds up to two 
dr,ves S5Q 95 

SKC 51/4" FLOPPY DISKS 

Certified 100% error free! Lifetime exchange guarantee! 

Single-sided, single-density. Box of 10 $17 95 

Single-sided, double-density. Box of 10 $20 95 

^Doub le-sided, double-density. Box of 10 " * $23.05 

BMC COLOR MONITOR $239 

Great resolution (350 lines) and a big 13" screen. " Full' year parts 
and labor warranty! 

FAMOUS WIC0 JOYSTICK $21 95 

Best selling bat-handle version. Requires adapter for Tl 

Wico Tl Adapter „ 

prostick ii :.:.:;.::::......; $24 m 

Th.s game master has 4-way and 8-way action. Comes with Tl adapter. 

"EVERYTHING BOOK" FOR THE Tl HOME COMPUTER 

—free- 
no purchase necessary. Describes how to use hundreds of hardware and software 
items. Call or write for your free copy. 




ORDER TOLL FREE 

1-800-348-2778 

Mfe gladly accept mail orders! 

Due to the rapidly changing electronics market there may be 
changes in prices and availability of merchandise by the time 
you receive this publication. Please call or write for latest 
information and lowest prices. 



From Your Friends At 

T€N€X glte r 



m 



P.O. Box 6578 
South Bend, IN 46660 
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E"Z STORE Designed to store 12 
TEXAS INSTRUMENTS Command 
Modules and/or Cassette Tapes. Cover 
stores neatly under base wnne in use. 

$15.95 

fc"Z Ul Ji\ Conveniently stores up to 
1S0 disks. B dividers Included tor easy 
filing and retrieval. Cover stores neatly 
under base while in use. 

$24.95 
Send Check or Money Order to: 

SPRITE-OUTE 

64 Plain Street 

Rutland, Vermont 05701 

Please Include $2.00 shipping and 

handling for each. 

VISA or Mastercard 



WIS- RaaldanU >dd 5% •»!•• (ax 

VT. Rt»ld»nt» add 4% aalaa tax. 
Allow 4 to > wk« lor dallvory. 



TI99/4A 

CARTRIDGE 

ft his tpur* afl over lf» building 



baton you baconwGrustlyOrnulisni 




$29.95 

Money Back Guarantaa 
If for any raaton you are ditsatitf iad 

with thl« cartrido*. limply return 

within 10 day t for a full refund. 

SOFTWARE SPECIALTIES, INC. 

P.O. Box 3304 

Evargraan. Colorado 80439 



DISCOUNT PRICES + FREE SHIPPING 




HALF HEIGHT DRIVES 

(Put IWo In Your Peripheral Exp. Box) 

Shugart SA455. 5V4 ", Half height 

Double Sided, Single or Double Density - ■ $ lo9 



CALL FOR OUR SPECIAL 
PRICES ON PRINTERS! 

EPSON: RX80 100 cps • RXB0 FT 100 cps 
FX 80 160 cps • FX 100 160 cps 
STAR-MICRONICS: GemtnMOX 120 cps 
ALSO: Printer Cable $19 

EXTERNAL DISK DRIVE ACCESSORIES 

Black Chassis for One Full Height Drive or ■>•=*= Single Chassis Cable 

Two Half Height Drives, includes power supply $56 for Half Height Chassis 



FULL HEIGHT DRIVES 

(Put One tn Your Peripheral Exp Box) 

Tandon 

• TM 100-1, 5V4", Single Sided 
Single or Double Density 

• TM 100-1 , S % ", Double Sided 
Single or Double Density 

Control Data 

• CDC 9409, 5'/*", Double Sided 
Single or Double Density 



$169 
$199 



$199 




$10 



Compufldd 



CALL TOLL FREE! 

1-800-531-5475 

In Texas catl-.(512) 250-4489 

Corp. 12103 Technology Blvd • Austin, TX 78727 
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Basic TIPS 




Attention: TI-99/4A Users 

Now get more out of your 
TI Home Computer 



TO PROGRAM THE TI-99/4A 

WITH THIS SPECIAL PACKAGE 
OFFERED EXCLUSIVELY BY TEX^COMP 

. , too moa SHpwrtvr tuaurtui I harm ytt Mm . . * " « **rrr ^»*». *'■* J. *»• /»• 

"Tkh book is a mtt fern . . ."tiu emu ttt'ctmimwr tun u—r .*mim* 

"TIPS is dtsigntd to truth man tffrclht us* of Ik* commands mdfumtions of TI BASIC, not nurrly thtU at/maloits . . . 
fiord with quality Information astful to Iht amattm and rxprrimcrd programmer alikt. ' ' toun ft. **. ). ^ I. 



! Basic Tips 
by Amlist 

Original Publisher Price $24.95 



A complete, self-contained course in BASIC 

205 pages 



• Structuring Programs 

• Creating Formulas 

• Debugging 

• Condensing A Refining 

• Validity * Testing 



• Sound 

• Sorting 

• Arrays 

• Graphics 

• Data Files 



INCLUDES: 
16 MAJOR PROGRAMS 



2 SAVE HOURS OF TYPING! 

All 16 programs are provided on cassette at no extra charge 
(original price $18.00) 

3 SUPER BONUS on cassette 

In addition, a brand new, never before available edition of 
"Teach Yourself Basic." The program originally marketed 
by Texas Instruments is now updated for your TI-99/4A. 
■Also Availabl ^ 



Save 

ONLY 



• GtJHS 

• Edacational 

• Banrfawe 
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•Comiataul US ONtY 



THE TI-W/4A 

IN 
BITS * BYTES 



A five-part, 140 page book thai gives you 
an additional SO, all new ready-to-run 

{jrugiailis f\»l home, |UIM1i buaira.sa Mul 

education. Sections cover: Commands. 
Programming, Flow-Charting, ASCII 
Code, Conversion Tables, and Musical 
Capabilities. This is by far the most 
complete and definitive book that has yet 
iu In [ricaxil for ill. n/M. 

ONLY $14M 




BECOME A 

PROFICIENT 

BASIC PROGRAMMER 



SEND ORDERS TO: 



TEX^COMP 

P.O.BOX 33084 
GRANADA HILLS, CA. 91344 



F3c?, 



NOTE. Payment m full must accompany all orders Credit-Card. Company Checi 
Personal cheeks reauire up to d weeks to clear California orders add 6 ' • 



TEX^COMP" 



Ti usens «hiy coawaHV 



■ASK Tin, InMudMie CanatW "Mi Praaram a "In* 1 

EncSMM la lt».W 

THI tun** lit BITS * ■TTEI-EnekMX la tUM 

Sat* bout IASIC IM »*c«aoE art UTS a Stria. 



Hhu Chnga «ir MealerCarf 



All prices have been discounted Tor cash, 
add 3* for credit card orders. 
Visa and MasterCard Holders Order Direct 

(818) 366-6631 
< . - - -J 
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To Order Products on This Page, Use Form Found on Page 12. 




10" Color Monitor Cover 
13" Color Monitor Cover 
(now shown) 

B Peripheral Expansion Box Cover 
C Tl's 99/4 Matrix Printer Cover 

(same as Epson MX-80 Cover) 
D Cassette Recorder Cover 

(1 size fits up to 10" x 6") 



E TI-99/4(A) Console Cover 
F Speech Synthesizer Cover 
G Peripheral Box Cover 
$12.95 (Specify: 32K Memory Expansion 

$ 9.95 RS232 Interface, or Disk 

Controller) 
$ 4.95 H Thermal Printer Cover 

I Disk Memory Drive Cover 



8.95 
3.95 
5.95 



8.95 
5.95 



The TEX-SETTE™ Adapter 




For Those Cassette Recorders Whose 
Remote Jack Wiring Is Reversed 
Cassette Compatibility At Lattt 

If the TI-99/4A will not control your cassette 

recorder's motor' (automatic start/stop), we have the solution for you. 



Only $5.95 plus $1.00 shipping and handling 



SUPER BONUS 

Duy any 3 Dust Covers and 
get a FREE Simon's Saucer 
Flipper/Snapper. 

* A quality, ready-to-run 
game on cassette tape. 

* A complete, easy-to-use 
programming lesson on 
a deck of colorful flip 
cards. 

* A durable and attractive 
collector's case for your 
software library. 



TI Cassette Cable 

Connects your cassette tape recorder to your 
T1-99/4A. Lets you bad your own or commercially 
available software from cassette into your home 
computer. Also allows you to 
save your own programs, data- Only 

si;*^££ EST $4.95 p.u. »,.«. .M Wl n a .„, UM » M 



Single or double cassette cables 
are available. 
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IF YOU OWN A TEXAS INSTRUMENTS Tl 99/4A 
HOME COMPUTER, YOU NEED TO KNOW: 



WHAT IS UNISOURCE? 

• The leading mail order sup- 
plier of TI-99/4A equipment 
and software 

• Has availability of over a 
thousand different items for 

the TI-99/4A 



Provides a complete En- 
cyclopedia/Catalog at a 

nominal cliarye (ur Iree 
with an order) 

Offers discount prices 

Provides a toll free order 
line for your convenience 



• Accepts MasterCard or 
Visa charge cards at no ad- 
ditional charge 

• Normally'ships in-stock 
merchandise to you 
within 48 hours 




SEIKOSHA GP 100 Tl 

DIRECT CONNECT 
DOT MATRIX PRINTER 

$279.95 



FEATURES GALORE 



c*^ 




" ■ ■"' 



SIGNALMAN MARK Ml MODEM 

300 Baud $89.95 



SIGNALMAN MARK XII MODEM 

1 200 Baud Auto Dial/Auto Answer $349.00 

DISK DRIVE SYSTEM by PerCom Data 
(Limited Quantity) r*»VlA- 

(available now-includes built in disk controller) */™ 
Nothing else required! One sleek, plug-compatible disk drive 
system.. .COMPLETE. Single density, single sided, 92K byte (format- 
ted). 5 </l" floppy disk ririve system designed specifically for the Tl 
99/4A. 

'Over a million dollars worth of inventory in Tl software!!" 





The Tl 99/4A UNISOURCE Encyclopedia/Catalog 

WW. 

NISOURCEl 



Con** 5000 - 

You will find this catalog represents the most complete collection of software, peripherals 

and aoooaoorioo available today for your Tl 99/4A I tome Computer. It includes all suflwaro and 

peripherals, and hundreds of new & exciting software packages from both Tl and third-party 
developers. There's also a collection of peripherals, accessories and supplies for your 99/4A. 
It will be available to you for ONLY $3.00 refundable with your first order, plus $1 .50 
postage. And, you'll automatically get future updates at no extra cost, f-or our current 
customers who already own our catalog, a new edition will be sent to you free. 

Peripherals Galore! 
Complete line of Tl peripherals Including 
CorComp, PerCom, Axiom, Myarc & Box Car. 
Ordering Information 

ORDER HOTLINE - TOLL FREE 

1-800-858-4580 




IN TEXAS CALL 1-MM-74S-MM 



UNISOURCE 

ELECTRONICS, INC. 



Just give us your name, shipping address and Visa or MasterCard number 
and we'll charge The order to your account Please include S2.00 shipping and 
handling per order lor software ($5 for peripherals) ' ' Texas residents also add 
5% sales tax. For martin orders, send to P.O. Box 64240, L,ubl»ck h Texas 
79464 A3low two weeks clearance 'or personal checks 

Normal orders of in-stock items will be srupped within a tew days ol order 
placement. Allow two weeks for delivery on any phone orders 

(prices and terms may change without prior notice) 



A separate shipping charge of $10 for the PE Box will apply 



Most complete line of software end peripherals for your 
Tl 99/4A Home Computer. 
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Draw your own pictures 
and put them into your 
own programs! Features: 

• 128 predefined characters 

• Easy to draw. 

• Design-a-character mode 
lets you draw ANYTHIN G 

Tl BASIC TAPEjg-J- 

(MJ Kevin George 

$15.95* , - 1 ' BOX170B 



lobile. AL 



SST EXPANDED 
BASIC COMPILER 

The SST Expanded Basic Compiler translates 
your Basic Program into machine language. 

Example Features at m« Compiler. 

• Most of the Features of Extended Basic 
•Ability to add your own commands to the 

Compile? (E/A required) 

• Access K> a dish drive and the RS232 interface 

• Bit Map Mode for High Resolution Graphics 

Requires Memory Expansion, Disk Drive and either 

EdHor/Aseembier or Mini- Memory 

Send $95.00 for the SST Expanded 
Basic Compiler 

SST BASIC COMPILER 

Contoins mony of the features of T I. Basic 

Requires only Cassette Recorder and Mini' Memory 

Send S4QOO tor the SST Basic Compiler 

SST Software, inc. 

P.O. Box 26 

Cedarburg.wi 55012 

(414) 771-8415 

Wisconsin Residents Add 5% Soles Tax 



JfccHORWICUMWN 



tTMVM-COMWTfM. 



COMMMf WTt *m f Or-TWMf- 



1 CorComp Inc") 



TEX*COM P 

!■■ CarComP 1 



Amtrto's Number One TI computer retoiter 



CORCOMP nmwrrs CHEH LONER PRICBSI ) 

32E RAM EXPANSION CARD for TI V-BOX lll'll 

RS232 CUD FOR TI-P-BOX lll'll 

Y CABLE to add 2nd serial port to RS232 CARD $27.95 

HEM MEM HEM 111111 .,..«■ 

DD/DS DISE CONTROL CARD for TI P-BOX.... 5159. »S 

9900 HICRU BXFJUlBIOIi SI31BH 

RS232 STAHD ALONE WITH FREE 2nd serial port ? ^ 

RS232 STAND ALONE* PLUS 32X RAH, DD/DS DISE COWtROUjEB 

and free 2nd serial port and ¥ cable $324.95 

NSW HEW HEN 1111 _„„ „ 

UPGRADE EIT FOE 9900 TO ADD Ji* k no/PS comtoijLmeMa.ss 
TEAC >1 HEIGHT DD/DS DRIVE f2 -ill fit in TI P-BOX OB 

IN TEX-COMP FREB STANDING DRIVE KIT* ■ .. • - -51*9.95 

CABLB EIT TO MOOMT 2 TEAC DRIVES IE TI P-BOX OB 

TEZ-COMP FREE STABDXMG DRIVE EIT SZ9-SS 

TBZ-coxr stuouon disk uniw" «tr — holds one full 

six* or two h height drives — complete with heavy 

duty power supply (regulated) and tables to attach 

full sise drive. Heavy construction Batches P-Bok..sm.s:> 

DD/DS/FUFR PREMIUM DISKS 10 for $29.95 20 for $47.00 

(works also with SS drives) 

NAVAR0H* ACCESSORIES FOR TI-99/4A 

CARTBIDGB EXPANDER (MIDGET) lil'll 

DISE FIXER (NOODLE) ..$29.95 

GROM BDSTBRtruns 3rd party Bodules on 19»3 consoles) ^ 

cripna DOPER.ldisk copvinn awdule-less wear on drives) 

V $29.95 





GEMINI 10X 

S299.H 

HITBFREE 
$24.95 CABLE 



MOMALMAM-MARK III i«h*»< 
TI e»/4* COMPATAsU 

MODIM 

Finotly. o lew cnl. dlr«cl comwct, 

. hiflh quolily ond «up«r r»lioW« 

TI-99/4 and W4A computable mod«m 

ihol comn complet* ond rwdy to u» — 

just plug i( irt* o 

K-M3 BWKi»a>l. 
SPECIAL 
FREE TI TERMINAL EMULATOR II 
WITH BACB MARE III MODEM 1 
POWER SUPPLY ORDERED I 
ACCtaoxr.-tra-T Mrrwr bjiiwmtoii 



tM.«S 



" POM MAJtJC f 



Tvxafi Instruments 



TEX*COMP~ 4? 



m 



W«*MUTBKM0 

muntoiu ejejer: 

(SIS) 3464631 




ware nqmant jiMmuu mMf y ■ 
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INDUSTRY WATCH 



K MART & WALDENBOOKS TO BECOME RETAILING DUO 

Computer retailing takes yet another twist with the acquisition 
of Waldenbooks by discount store giant K Mart. Waldenbooks' 
venture into software merchandising— which began with its 
store-within-a-store concept— combined with K Mart's resources, 
constitute an interesting if not powerful union. Although K Mart 
officials say the 2, 100 store chain only intends to use Walden- 
books' expertise to develop their own book departments, the 
possibility is great that self -standing computer stores may be in 
K Mart's future. 

WHY READ BOOKS WHEN YOU CAN READ MINDS? 

4 'What's on your mind?' ' may become a phrase of the past if 
a new software package from Human Edge Software, of Palo 
Alto, California, does what it says it does. Mind Prober will, ac- 
cording to the company, enable users to evaluate other peo- 
ple's hidden motivations, fantasies, likely reactions to stress, 
and other subconcious personality traits. Similar to standard 
psychological tests made up of a series of specially formulated 
questions, the program is designed to reveal the hidden 
characteristics not of the user, but of someone the user knows. 
Mind Prober includes a 150-page book that serves as a guide on 
how to "read" people. It is due on the market in September. 

JOGGER'S DEATH STOPS MECA 

Acclaimed runner/author Jim Fixx's (The Complete Book of 
Running) untimely death not only shocked the running world, 
but has also caused MECA (Micro Education Corp, of America) 
of Westport, Connecticut to suspend further marketing of their 
James F. Fixx Running Program. The personal running software 
product was scheduled to be in stores late this month. MECA is 
uncertain whether the software's credibility will be affected by 
Fbcx's death— which occurred while he was jogging. 

READERS DIGEST DISCONTINUES SOFTWARE 

Readers Digest of Pleasantville, New York, has decided to 
discontinue its software line. The company, which has 10 learn- 
ing game packages, is reportedly trying to negotiate a deal 
with another software firm to either license the products or buy 
them outright. The company will continue to market two math 
software packages through Random House. 
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TEX-COMP 



I EiJk^\*\JFIlr Proudly Introduces f*M || 

inFoconx II 



fortheTI-99/4A 



The next dimension. 




They're Here. "^ 

Meet your match. Meet Infocom games: perhaps the best reason in software for owning a 77-99/4 A. 
to fact, people have been known to purchase home computers and disk drives solely for the purpose 
of playing Infocom games. And they haven't been disappointed. Because these interactive adventures 
stimulate your imagination to a degree that nothing else in software approaches. Instead of putting 
funny little creatures on your screen, you are placed inside the story and confronted with startlingly 
realistic environments alive with situations, personalities, and logical puzzles the likes of which you 
won't find elsewhere. The prose is plugged into your imagination and you are catapulted into a whole 
new dimension. At last, you can spend an evening playing a computer game on your TI-99/4A ami taiow 
that the entire investment was worthwhile. Infocom has released all U of their best selling titles in the 
TI-99/4A disk format*. TEX-COMP is supporting the entire Infocom line and all titles are in stock for 
immediate delivery. As the leading source of Quality adventure games for the TI-99/4A, TEX-COMP will 

De selling the Infoium yumes as specially lowered discount price* to make them that much more «"™'" 

to acqutre....If you think that the Infocom experience is worth having, then step up to Infocom. All vords. 
No pictures or graphics. Because there has never been a computer built by man (not even TI) that could 
handle the images produced by Infocom games and your mind. Infocom games draw their graphics from 
the limitless imagery of your imagination - a technology so Dowerful, it makes any screen Produced Dy 
a computer look like graffiti by comparison. And nobody knows how to unleash your imagination me 
Infocom. The secret reaches of your mind are beckoning. A whole new dimension is in there waiting. 

The Infocom TI-99/4A experience: 
ZORK*I,H,and JB, DEADLINE. STARCKUSS, SUSPENDED, 7He WITNESS, H.ANETFALL, ENCHANTER. 
INFIDEL, and SORCERER..-. spfiCMt TEX _ COMP mTRODUCTORY PRICING ON INFOCOM GAME& 

|^|^5hJ^^JU|J^ ZOHK«yi, and JH ($39.95 ntg. retenj. $26.05 each postpaid* 

The next dimension. A „ otftfr iifocom camea($49.9S sug. ret.ea.)$34.95 each postpaid* 

It's the year's best software at the 
year'* best price* — 

NOTICE: All Infocom games are on disk and require a TI-99/4A equipped with a 32K memory 
expansion, a disk drive controller and a disk drive. They further require an Extended Basic, 
Mini-Memory, or Editor Assembler Module. ALL of the above are available at discounted 
prices from TEX-COMP. Send $2.00 for the latest TEX-COMP catalog and order kit and 
we include a $5.00 certificate that can be used for Tl compatible accessories and software 

BOOK OF HINTS 

l° r INFOCOM HINT BOOK 

(A SHORTCUT THROUGH ADVENTURELAND-Vol H-Infooom) 

This book presents solutions to all the Infocom adventure games to date including the 
highly popular ZORK* trilogy. Includes room definitions, hints and explanations, and a 
special "how to win" section. This book will help you get through one section of a game 
or guide you play by play to successfully complete the game. A must for anyone who is 
"into" the Infocom adventure games. TEX-COMP price $9.95 postpaid 





Hi 



SEND ORDER AND MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO 



Texas Instruments 



TEX-COMP" gto 

on mm tuu _ obahab* mm i it aa mui * 



AUTHORISED OCA LI" 



N0TE RO. BOX 330*4 - QRANADA HfUS, CA 11344 

Payment m lull must accompany all orders Credit-Card Company Check or Money Order lor immediate shipment 

reraonal choohs require vp lo A ««** to cloa' California orders art* fi"?fl* «j>t«< lam 

mm* ID ■OUTHtIM CM.1FBI»tla Vltll 0U* nKII ttWIHOUM auTUT 
tiMM VOU CM! PIMCIMH THC INT 

paiut. 



VIM AT »UK MWIUM) mew*! 



VISA ind MASTERCARD 
HOLDERS CALL DIRECT: 

(818) 366-6631 

ALL PRICES REFLECT ft Jl (ISCOIW! fBR MSH 
ADD 31 IF PRKIN6 BY CREDIT CARD 
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AHOY THERE!. . .cont. from pg. 6 

tronically by-passed." If a scries of 
incorrect passwords is entered into 
the computer, the microprocessor 
will ' 'lock out entries for a predeter- 
mined length of time." The com- 
pany says that it would take a main- 
frame firm some 34,000 years to 
break the microprocessor's instruc- 
tions. Eventually, the Kaish System 
may be used to protect audio car 
systems and other electronic 
equipment. 

So what does this all mean? Pro 
bably most important to the home 
computer user is the freedom to 
make backups for programs. It is 
likely that software companies will 
adopt a protective system like 
Romlock's that will allow users to 
make "legitimate" back-ups, but 
prevent them from passing on or sell- 
ing copied programs to others. What 
about added cost? It probably won't 
be much, perhaps ten cents per car- 



tridge, unless the cartridge is par- 
ticularly expensive; even then, the 
home computer user shouldn't ex- 
pect to pay much for the company's 
protection. 

Pirated goods will probably 
always be available, but they will 
become harder to obtain, and they 
will be acquired at a greater risk— to 
both the seller and the buyer. It is 
likely, too, that a different type of 
pirate will flourish in the new hi-tech 
marketplace, a type more akin to the 
industrial spy. Wearing a trench coat 
instead of a tweed coat, his felt hat 
pulled down so that shadows hide 
his eyes, this new type of pirate may 
call to you as you pass: ' 'Har, har, me 
Bucko, PROLOK prints for sale. 
Romlock master chips complete 
with blueprints. Kaish Micro- 
processor instructions . How about a 
skeleton decoder? Guaranteed to 
break any LazarLock system. Well, 
see you around, me Bucko. Smooth 
sailing." hq, 



MORE SOFTWARE. . .cont. from pg. 17 

ing the store and paying the retailer 
a nominal connect charge. The 
system will be supported by a 
microcomputer software library. 

Searchmart Corporation is also 
putting together a software library, 
and hopes to have 10,000 titles 
available by the end of this year. The 
corporation plans to make its ser- 
vices available to thousands of 
retailers throughout the country. 

Although there are still some pro- 
blems with electronic delivery of 
software , the computer industry has 
never sailed away from a challenge. 
Techniques to combat piracy and to 
download cartridges will be refined. 
Producers' concern over brand- 
name packaging may well give birth 
to a new member of the advertising 
family: mini-video and commercial- 
graphics advertisements built into 
catalogue entries in both system- 
specific and general-library 



catalogues of available software. 
And who knows, the attempt to over- 
come the documentation problem 
could lead to the development of a 
mini-printing press, complete with 
built-in binding and brand-name 
packaging apparati. 

Because hundreds of new software 
packages are flowing into the 
marketplace each month, it is be- 
coming increasingly difficult for 
retailers to keep their stores stocked 
with available goods. Electronic dis- 
tribution, combined with Lhe new 
software libraries, offers the retailer 
easy access to both the information 
and the goods, and removes the risk 
of stocking unpopular games and 
programs. It also offers the user ac- 
cess to a much larger selection of 
material, sometimes in the conve- 
nience of the home. It also means 
lower prices for both retailers and 
users. Indeed, one might say that the 
software distribution industry's ship 
has come in. ) yn 
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Home Computer Digest Classifieds 



COMPUTER AGE 

Hardware and software for Tl PC, Alien UPC and C-64. TI-99/4A 
$89.95, RS232 Interface Card $1 1 7 95. Peripheral Exp. Sys. $499.95 
Sys. inc! : p-box, disk drive, disk drive controller card. 32K mem. 
card. COMPUTER AGE, 160 Sharpaown Ctr.. Houston. TX 77036, 
(713) 270-1257 or Prestonwood Town Ctr. Uallas, IX. 1214) 
458-8309 

COMPUTER SOFTWARE CO.'s 

fl-CaWeS W.W. HS232 Cards * 1 50.00, Zork S29.9S, EX-BASIC 
$90.05, BMC Printer $358.00, Pascal Card $20 1 .00, Tl Pilot $ 1 00. 
Disk Controller Card $150.00, Axiom GPIOO-Printer $275.00, Tl 
Computers $90.05, Wooden Disk File 96 Count $19.95. 102 N. 
Center, Bloomington, IL 61701 (30?) 026-3251. 

HIT GOLD WITH TI-MILLIONAIRE 

This complex 1 6K menu driven program takes all human guesswork 
out Of LOTTO! The Tl will logically pick your luiky number*! Ex. 
Basic required-Primer optional. Send check or M.O. for $ 1 7.95-(disk) 
or $ 1 5.95-(cass.) to: ROBERT STABINER. 2098 Canarsie Rd., 
Brooklyn, NY 11236. 

CANADA MAIL ORDER 

CANADA'S largest stock of 99/4A hardware and software at DIS- 
COUNTED PRICES. Many third-party 99/4A and other computer 
reLunu products available. XBASIC-t I 39, AXIOM INTER. JMv, 

SSDD Diskettes I0/S28.90. Send for complete list: REDFORD COM- 
PUTERS, 14648 134 Ave, Edm. Alba, T5L4T4. (403) 451-4529. 

BON VIVANT FOR THE Tl M/4A 

BON VIVANT is a unique Recipe program which organizes your 
recipes, prints a Recipe Book and prints a disposable dinner list. Also 
convertable to a "File Cabinet" for personal info. Dsk only. Req: 
XB, DSK, 32K, Prt. {apt), t I9.9S CWK or MO tw YASHU SOFT. 
WARE, 6730 E. Northwest Hwy.. Dallas, TX 75231. 

KIDS PROCRAMS-TI W A C-44 

Write for fro. hrrwhuro KID war* offers aver 100 fun. educational, 
and inexpensive programs for the TI-99/4A and Commodore 64 com- 
puters. Our programs are for kids from one to sixteen years of age 
and are available for less than $6 each. TRY US! KIDware, P. O. 
Rnv 976? Moscow ID 83843 

A REVOLUTIONARY FANTASY GAME! 

DUNJON CREATOR is now available for the TI-99MA! A complete 
fantasy universe with superb graphics. Never boring! After completing 
our work), simply create your own! WHY ONLY PLAY THE FAN- 
TASY WHEN YOU CAN CREATE IT! Ex. BASIC: Disk only $ 1 9.95 
Send SASE for more info, or FREE PROGRAMS to: PCE, 8 Jay Cir- 
cle. Windsor. CT 06095. 

TRY BEFORE YOU BUYK! 

TI-99/4A users save money by renting software. No need to buy 
and store tapes, disks and cartridges you may only use once. Try 
them out before you decide to buy. Send for free catalog from the 
SOFTWARE USERS EXCHANGE. Dept. C. P. O. Box 49. New 
Cumberland, PA 17070. 

GRAPHICS « TUTORIALS TI-W/4A 

I -Draw with joystick then print it! (Req star Gemini I OX printer, 
X-BASIC, jystk.) 2-Talk/Spell, 3-Talk/Math teaches by talking to your 
child. (Req X-BASIC. voice synthesizer.) All req cassette recorder. 
$9.95 each or $15.95 for two. Check/M.O. to FENNELL SOFT- 
WARE. 4365 Comfort. Cocoa. FL 32927. 



NFL' BEAT THE POINT SPREAD' USFL 

Tour fl picks winners with PRO FOOTBALL ANALYST. Remarkable 
66.3% win rate is your key to BIG $ $ $. Easy-to-use program makes 
you an expert in only 5 minutes a week! Start winning big today!--$35. 
CO.D.caH (21 2) 833-6335. Tape or disk RIDGE. l70Bdwy #201. 
NT, NT 10036 Catalog $1 ref. w/order. 

TI-W/4A SUPER SOFTWARES 

Personal Record Keeping-Create your file with up to 1 ,000 records. 

Ideal for home /bush re» inventory. Completely menu driven. X-BASIC 

required/printer optional. Disk or cassette. $ 1 2.95 or send for free 
catalog featuring unique softwares. MICRO-BIZ HAWAII, H 98-1409 
D. Kaahumanu St., Aiea. HI 96701. 

EARN SPARE TIME INCOME! 

Use TI-99/4A to print mailing labels, sort lists for clubs or businesses. 
Versatile home filing system. Friendly editing, sorting, label & file prin- 
ting. 32K a X BAS. D FILER: di*U, J2E. C FILER: ca. HO For in. 
fo/order: MOUNTAIN SOFTWARE, 1307 S.W. 23rd St., Loveland, 
CO 80537, (303) 667-2819 (eves). 

TAX PLANNER FOR TI-M/4A 

Plan tax strategy for 1984. ZX-81 version originally published in Syn- 
tax Quarterly. Now available from author in Tl BASIC. Req. only 
!6K/cassette. Easy-to-use menu-driven. Complete documentation 
irwl. $14.90 ppd. May he ta»-*t»Hi«-rihl* Send check or M.O. to: 
H. Geschwind. 1714 Clarendon Dr., Greensboro, NC 27410. 

POWER-SAVER III 

A/C PROTECTION for spikes, surges. The solution for hardware, 
software line problems. 6000 AMLP. surge + 200 AMP. spike pro- 
tection @ I nanosec. 6 switched outlets, 6 ft. cord. 1 5 AMP. breaker. 
I yr. Warr. $59.95 + $3.00 ship. MC-VISA-check (303)693-3424. 
ROMAN ELECTRONICS. P. O. Box 13270. 16801 E. Iliff Ave.. 
Aurora, CO 80013-1199. 

DATAMAN FOR THE TI-99/4(A) 

A menu-driven application development system. Inc. : Dictionary pro- 
gram. Screen Painter/Designer. Report Writer and Dot. REQ: X- 
BASIC, I disk drive. Send check, M.O. or VISA {§. Exp. Date) for 
$49 95 Intro, price OR request free fact sheet. EASYWARE, P. O. 
Box 3130. Station D, Ottawa. Ont. CAN. KIP 6H7. 

SUPER EXTENDED BASIC FOR Tl 

Sort string arrays with two instructions! Just one of many features 
of 100+ (easy-to-use) ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE subroutines which 
load into 8K portion of 32K M.E. (adds to XB). 199.95: Disk, Manual 
& first six SXBrief Newsletters. J4K.H Software. 2820 S. Abingdon 
St.. Arlington. VA 22206, (703) 820-4131. 

DISCOUNT SOFTWARE/HARDWARE 

20% to 30% below retail. Apple We. Mac. IBM PC, TI-99, Com- 
modore. Simon's Basic $19.00, Paperclip w/spell $83.00, Tymac in- 
terface $83.00, Mac Multiplan $140.00, Zaxxon $28.00, Epson 
RX80F/T $345.00, Zorks $36.00 ea., Tl X-Uasic J84.Q0, 
Volksmodem $59.00. Send $1 for complete catalog. Specify com- 
puter MULTI VIDEO, P. O. Box 246. East Amherst, NY 14051. 

SPACE BATTLES 

Play a space arcade game with 9 increasing levels or learn how to 
create this and other games for yourself. Space Battles $9.95, Space 
Battles book $ I 2.95. Get the game on cassette and the book for 
only JI9."#b. CbM Enterprises, 28500 Barton, Garden City, Ml 
48135. 
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Tl 99/4(A) SOFTWARE 

TV-SKETCH-create colorful synt.her.ic video paintings on your TV, 
then save on cassette Tl Basic. On cassette S9.00, BINGO BUTLER- 
use with your home Bingo game to select numbers. Speech opt. req. 
synthesizer and Editor. Tl Basic cass. $9.00. GLO-DATA, P. O. Box 
374. Stony Point. NY 10980. 

Tl 99/4A GRAPH PROGRAM 

HIGH-RESOLUTION GRAPHS (Extended Basic) Plots mathematical 
functions in cartesian or polar coordinates. Many program examples 
with educational, technical and business applications Cassette S 1 5 .00, 
Disk $17.50 MICHIGAN iUHWAKt, P. O. Box "2091, Ann Ar- 
bor. Ml 48106 

E-FILES ELECTRONIC CARD FILE 

A data Base for TI-99.HA, IBM FC|r, C-64 disk systems, fcasy-to-use 
picture-driven menu. Sort and search, mail list/label option. 200 reeds 
per file, 3 files per disk (300 ree'ds, 4 files per disk on 64K PCjr). 
Tl req's 32K and X-Basic. $21 95 ck/mo. VMC SOFTWARE, P. O. 
Qua 326. Cainbrid Heights. NY I Ml I. 

TI-99/4A PRODUCTS 

Order No. GO I: IFR Flight Simulacor (thousands sold!) $30.00 Order 
No. CO I: Dow Editor/assembler (Tui MiiiiMemor y) $25.00 Order 
No. P0I: Assembly Language Primer (I 30 p. book) $20.00 Check. 
MO, VISA, or MC. If foreign, add $2. If PA. add 6<V John T. Dow, 
6560 Rosemoor St., Pittsburgh. PA 15217. 



FREE OFFER! 



FREE 

"Math Flash I Cassette" 

with each order of 

20 Cassettes or 10 Diskettes. 

Specify TI-99/4A or Commodore 64 



C-10 CASSETTES 

58$ 

» C-io Lengtn/Free LaDeis 
• Storage Box add 12<t each 



SS/SD DISKETTES 

$1.58 

■ sentinel or Eiepnaw erana 
• Free Labels/Protect Tabs 



' $200shippingchg.-anyquantity 
canaaian oraerg se.uu shipping 



NJ Residents add 6% sales ts 
Limit 1 r-ree game per order 



Lifetime money back guarantee 
Send check or money order to: 



PARALLEL SYSTEMS 

Box 772 - Dept. T 

Turnersville, NJ08012 

609-227-9634 



ATTENTION Tl OWNERS: 
al ^> ANNOUNCING 

An exciting new game for your 

computer. This program has all 
the fun and excitement of a real 
golf contest. 9 different holes (18 
, on disk), 3-D effects, choice of 
lit y \ clubs, hook and slice options, 
-T W water ancl sar "J traps, as well as 
| jTvj; speech are iust some of the great 
^Xi4 features of this fabulous game. 
Withmit a rtoubt, «/e fee/ this is 
absolutely one of the best programs 
-" available. Don't miss this one! 
• Extended Basic required 
~ .-js^ *&zn~. -»L~ — • Joysticks Optional 
• Speech Optional « 1 or 2 Players 

9 HOLES $19.95 CASS 

18 HOLES $24.95 DISK 

order only 1-800-233-3266 

PA & INFO. 1-717-836-4522 

'ALSO Stand Alone RS232 tjt MM 

w/serial & parallel ports (no P-box needed) *149* 5 

32K Memory Stand-Alone *139 95 
Axiom 100 Tl Printer (direct connect) *279 50 

COMPLETE 20-PAGE CATALOG FREE UPON REQUEST 

MWS COMPUTERS 

22 E. Tioga St., Tunkhannock, PA 18657 



TI-99ERS PROCESSOR! 

DC SOFTWARE WRITERS PRESENTS 

THE DCEB WORD PROCESSOR 

The FINEST Tl Word Processor ever available on 

CASRETTF Fully rlnmii merited designed for formatting 

(and printing with optional printer) your personal and 

business letters, organizing and updating records and 

files. Use your own creativity to discover it's many uses 

CASSETTE PLAYER AND THE Tl 

EXTENDED BASIC CARTRIDGE REQUIRED 

FEATURES INCLUDE: 

• QUICK SCAN 

• FILE VIEWING 

• LINE MOVING 

• LINE COPYING 

• SEGMENT INSERTING 
M 'SEGMENT DELETING 
*] PRINTER ACCESS 

AND MUCH MORE 

KLtAbt AUU t^.iit) hUH SHU-riNlj/HANULINU 

DC SOFTWARE WRITERS 



COLO. 

RESIDENTS 

ADD 3% 

I AX 



FOR MORE INFO. 
[CALL (303)428-7127 



P.O. BOX 335651 
NORTHGLENN, CO 80233 
PLEASE PRINT 



ADDRESS 

CITY STATE Zl 

□ CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ENCLOSED 
BILL MY D VISA D MASTERCARD 

r 

ACCJ NO 

SIGNATURE EXP. 
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To Order Book & Tapes, Use Form Found on Page 12 




A Giant Home Computer Compendium 71 
for the Texas Instruments 99/4A — 



^R'mc 



\fMMWn\\jz 



The largest, most comprehensive collection of programs 
and articles ever assembled for the Tl Home Computer 



• Over 200 thoroughly tested key-in-and-RUN 
programs and sub-programs typeset in a grid 
format for maximum clarity. 

* Programming instruction in 4 languages— 
learn to use BASIC, Extended BASIC, LOGO 
and Assembly Language— for everything 
from record keeping and money management 

to arcade quality action games. 



A selection of sensational game software 
featuring full-color graphics, animation, 
and sound effects. 



Beyuiiu the owner's manual — tips and 

techniques for getting the most out of 
your computer system. 

Computer- Assisted Instruction — TVip hr 
computer becomes your private tutor. 



* Page after page of innovative applications — transforming 
your computer into a home productivity center. 



Sfr 
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